
MYP 1 Grade 6 Language and Literature 2018-2019
Teacher:  Ms. Laura Mitchell

Course Description
Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating, as well as providing an intellectual 
framework to support conceptual development. It plays a central role in developing critical thinking, 
cultivating international-mindedness, exploring and sustaining personal development and cultural identity, 
and responsibly participating in local, national and global communities. 

The MYP1 language and literature course will equip students with linguistic, analytical and communicative 
skills that help to develop interdisciplinary understanding. Students develop skills in six domains—listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting—both independently and with others. This course courses 
includes a balanced study of genres and literary texts, including a world literature component. Students’ 
interactions with texts generate moral, social, economic, political, cultural and environmental insights. 
Through their studies, students learn how to form opinions, make decisions, and engage in ethical reasoning.

Language and Literature Aims and Objectives
Aims:
The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to: 

• use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and social 
interaction 

• develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of 
contexts 

• develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary texts 

• engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures 

• explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts 

• explore language through a variety of media and modes 

• develop a lifelong interest in reading 

• apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.

Objectives:
The primary objective of this course is to promote sustained inquiry in language and literature by developing 
conceptual understanding in global contexts. Key concepts such as communication, connections, creativity 
and perspective broadly frame the MYP curriculum while related concepts promote deeper learning 
grounded in specific disciplines. Another of its objectives is to provide a framework of learning that 
emphasizes intellectual challenge and encourages connections between studies in traditional subjects and the 
real world. The MYP focuses on “learning how to learn” through the systematic development of approaches 
to learning (ATL) skills for communication, collaboration, organization, self-management, reflection, 
research, informational literacy, media literacy, creative and critical thinking, and transfer of learning. It also 
fosters intercultural understanding and global engagement —essential qualities for young people today. 
Interdisciplinary teaching and learning builds a connected curriculum that addresses the developmental needs 
of students and prepares them for further academic study and life in an increasingly interconnected world.

Units of Study



Unit title Unit Topics Focus Objective

Is seeing 
always 

believing?

Students will begin by identifying the 
conventions of a documentary, how they got 
started, and by learning about other genres of 
film and television. Central to this unit are the 
questions of whether or not ethical issues are 
central to documentary filmmaking; how real 
reality is in documentaries; and what 
conventions are used to communicate with an 
audience in this genre of filmmaking. explore 
how documentaries can expand our 
awareness of the world around us. They will 
research current viewing trends and the 
effectiveness of social media in leading to 
change. From there they will take action by 
working on projects that make a real and 
positive difference by striving to tell the 
community stories of importance; by learning 
to approach challenges head-on; and by 
always asking why.

Communication: Audience 
imperatives; purpose; genre, 
personal and cultural expression

Myths and 
Legends: A 
Mirror of 
Reality?

Students study the purposes and elements of 
mythology, exploring the difference between 
myths and legends and what they both can 
reveal about human behavior. They will also 
examine the commonalities between myths 
cross-culturally. Central to this unit are the 
questions of whether or not legends are based 
on reality; if we can create new myths; and if 
there are modern myths. Students read Rick 
Riordan’s The Lightning Thief with a focus on 
the archetypal hero’s journey and close 
reading of the many mythical allusions 
within. They also read complex informational 
texts about the elements of mythology. As a 
whole class, students will closely read several 
complex Greek myths, and then in small 
groups build expertise on an additional myth. 
Students then develop writing skills as they 
create their own hero’s journey narrative.

Perspective: Context; Genre; 
Purpose; Identities and 
relationships

Do You 
Believe In 

Magic? 

In this unit, students will explore the genre of 
fantasy literature and how escaping to other 
worlds can sometimes help us cope better 
with issues in our day-to-day live. They will 
learn how authors use language and imagery 
to enable readers to enter the world of 
fantasy, and take action to revive our love of 
some of the great fantasy classics in literature 
while encouraging others to be open-minded 
abour new stories within the genre. They will 
considert the questions of what fantastic 
fiction reveals about the human imagination; 
how life in the fantasy world helps us learn 
about the real world and will also apply 
thinking skills to tackle the complex question 
of why we as humans are driven to create.

Creativity. Genre; Character; 
Theme; Setting; Personal and 
cultural expression



Do 
Advertiseme
nts Run the 

World?

Here students will find out what 
advertisments are, what their purpose is, how 
advertisers use language to appeal to certain 
audiences and then explore the impact 
advertising has on out behavior and way of 
thinking. They will then take action to raise 
awareness of the dangerous consequences of 
irresponsible advertising. They will also 
research what we can learn about people and 
society through adverts as well as changes 
advertising has undergone over time. Students 
will be asked to examine their own lives and 
decide whether advertising has influenced the 
way they, as individuals, think or perceive the 
worlds. Putting all of their newfound 
knowledge to work, students will create their 
own advertisements and slogans, employing 
the presentational devices observed in other 
adverts.

Communication: Purpose; 
Audience imperatives; Styles; 
Globalization and sustainability

Is this for 
real?

Students  consider  how  the  relationships 
between  fictional  characters  guide  the 
reader to interpret a theme and make text-
to-world  connections  as  they  examine 
realistic  fiction  and  its  ability  to  raise 
awareness  of  issues.  They  will  read 
Wonder  by R.J.  Palacio  and explore  the 
problems  and  challenges  faced  by  the 
characters  while  considering  how  the 
characters’ language and behavior reflect 
the  social  and  cultural  aspects  of  the 
setting  of  the  story.  Following  this, 
students will take action to foster a more 
open-monded attitude towards the issues 
explored  in  realistic  fiction  and  to  offer 
support  to  those  experiencing  them. 
Students  will  also  research  how authors 
find  inspiration  and  explore  narrative 
point of view to understand its effect on a 
story.

Connections: Theme; Point of 
View; Audience imperatives; 
Character



Expectations
The student:

• helps to create a respectful and positive learning environment
• takes responsibility for their learning
• comes to class prepared for challenging and interesting studies
• participates in class discussions and group work
• works safely and responsibly in the science laboratory  

The teacher:
• sets homework that is communicated in a timely manner, and is relevant
• uses Alexia and Google Classroom to inform students about homework and resources
• creates an environment where students feel safe to ask questions
• encourages and facilitates students’ personal interest in language and literature

Assessment
Each language and literature objective corresponds to one of four assessment criteria. 
Criterion A: Analysing 
Students demonstrate an understanding of the creator’s choices, the relationship between the various 
components of a text and between texts, and make inferences about audience responses and creators’ 
purposes. Students use the text to support their own responses and reflect on different perspectives and 
interpretations.
Criterion B: Organizing 
Students understand and organize their ideas and opinions using a range of appropriate conventions for 
different forms and purposes of communication. Students recognize the importance of maintaining academic 
honesty, respecting intellectual property rights and referencing all sources accurately.
Criterion C: Producing text 
Students produce written and spoken text, focusing on the creative process itself and on the understanding of 
the connection between the creator and his or her audience. Students make choices aimed at producing texts 
that affect both the creator and the audience. Criterion D: Using language 

Is All The 
World a 
Stage?

Students will learn how, through the genre of 
drama, Shakespeare has made connections 
with audiences across the globe for centuries 
and how this demonstrates the power of 
literature to transcend space and time. They 
will find out about who Shakespeare was and 
the sonnets and plays he wrote as well as 
what his wortk can teach us about people and 
society. Students will also examine the 
representation of women in Shakespeare’s 
plays and his use of speeches. Students will 
be asked to debate whether or not the themes 
explores in Shakespeare’s plays are as 
relevant today as when they were written and 
whether the act of translation causes his work 
to lose some of its potency. To wrap up, 
students will use their knowledge of rhetoric 
as used in soliloquies and monologues to hold 
a formal debate in class.

Connections: Genres; Audience 
imperatives; Style; Context



Students develop, organize and express themselves and communicate thoughts, ideas and information. They 
use accurate and varied language that is appropriate to the context and intention.

These criteria will be evaluated and scored in following ways:
Classwork: 10%
Homework: 10%
Quizzes: 15%
Projects: 20%
Mid-Unit Assessment: 20%
Final Performance Task: 25%

Resources
Students will be given access to the student e-book from Hodder Education entitled, Language and 
Literature for the IB MYP1: By Concept.  Each student will be able to access this resource on multiple 
platforms and we will use it to guide our activities, reading, and exploration into key topics and examples of 
literary and nonliterary texts.

In addition, there is a Google Classroom page set up for MYP Year 1, where all deadlines, assignments, and 
communication will be posted.  Students and parents will be given access to this resource.


