
MYP 2 Grade 7 Language and Literature 2019-2020
Teacher:  Ms. Laura Mitchell

Course Description
Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating, as well as providing an intellectual 
framework to support conceptual development. It plays a central role in developing critical thinking, 
cultivating international-mindedness, exploring and sustaining personal development and cultural identity, 
and responsibly participating in local, national and global communities. 

The MYP2 Language and Literature course will equip students with linguistic, analytical and communicative 
skills that help to develop interdisciplinary understanding. Students develop skills in six domains—listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting—both independently and with others. This course courses 
includes a balanced study of genres and literary texts, including a world literature component. Students’ 
interactions with texts generate moral, social, economic, political, cultural and environmental insights. 
Through their studies, students learn how to form opinions, make decisions, and engage in ethical reasoning.

Language and Literature Aims and Objectives
Aims:
The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to: 

• use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and social 
interaction 

• develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of 
contexts 

• develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary texts 

• engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures 

• explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts 

• explore language through a variety of media and modes 

• develop a lifelong interest in reading 

• apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.

Objectives:
The primary objective of this course is to promote sustained inquiry in language and literature by developing 
conceptual understanding in global contexts. Key concepts such as communication, connections, creativity 
and perspective broadly frame the MYP curriculum while related concepts promote deeper learning 
grounded in specific disciplines. Another of its objectives is to provide a framework of learning that 
emphasizes intellectual challenge and encourages connections between studies in traditional subjects and the 
real world. The MYP focuses on “learning how to learn” through the systematic development of approaches 
to learning (ATL) skills for communication, collaboration, organization, self-management, reflection, 
research, informational literacy, media literacy, creative and critical thinking, and transfer of learning. It also 
fosters intercultural understanding and global engagement —essential qualities for young people today. 
Interdisciplinary teaching and learning builds a connected curriculum that addresses the developmental needs 
of students and prepares them for further academic study and life in an increasingly interconnected world.

Units of Study



Unit title Unit Topics Focus Objective

How can we 
separate fact 
from fiction?

Students will begin by identifying the 
conventions of historical fiction and reading 
informational texts and doing an inquiry 
research project to determine what life was 
like in Victorian London. They will then 
explore how we can use fact to create fiction 
and how reading historical fiction can give us 
a better understanding of history, ultimately 
focusing on what lessons can be learned from 
reading historical fiction through the study of 
Phillip Pullman’s The Ruby in the Smoke. 
This will cultimate in a debate about whether 
or not historical fiction blurs the boundaries 
between fiction and reality, an exploration of 
female protagonists in young adult literature, 
and they will also take action to raise 
awareness about issues such as drug addiction 
and child poverty.

Creativity; Genre; Setting; Point of 
View; Orientation in Space and 
Time

What makes 
a life worth 

writing 
about?

Students study the genre of biography and 
how it not only enables us to preserve and 
communiate individual histories as writers, 
but also allows us as readers to develop an 
understandinf of how our social context and 
relationships with others can play a key role 
in shaping our identities. They will do this by 
studying excerpt from various biographies of 
famous figures, by interviewing their 
classmates to write an interesting introduction 
to their biography, and then researching and 
writing their own biographical essay.This will 
prompt a study into register and formality in 
writing and speech.

Communication: Context; Genre; 
Identities and Relationships

Why do we 
need to 
belong? 

In this unit, students will explore how 
filmmakers use the medium of film to make 
connections with their audienceand explore 
themes that shed light on how our 
relationships with others can help shape our 
individual identities.They will also explore 
how film can be used to critique social 
injustice by watching clips from “Hunt for the 
Wilderpeople” and reading The Canary by 
Katherine Mansfield. They will then learn 
how to write reviews of articles, books, films, 
and other art or events. Students will also 
explore the art of haiku, the importance of 
self-expression, and how the media 
glamourizes gang culture.

Creativity. Genre; Character; 
Theme; Setting; Personal and 
cultural expression



Expectations
The student:

• helps to create a respectful and positive learning environment
• takes responsibility for their learning
• comes to class prepared for challenging and interesting studies
• participates in class discussions and group work
• works safely and responsibly in the science laboratory  

The teacher:
• sets homework that is communicated in a timely manner, and is relevant
• uses Alexia and Google Classroom to inform students about homework and resources
• creates an environment where students feel safe to ask questions
• encourages and facilitates students’ personal interest in language and literature

Assessment
Each language and literature objective corresponds to one of four assessment criteria. 
Criterion A: Analysing 
Students demonstrate an understanding of the creator’s choices, the relationship between the various 
components of a text and between texts, and make inferences about audience responses and creators’ 
purposes. Students use the text to support their own responses and reflect on different perspectives and 
interpretations.
Criterion B: Organizing 

Should we 
forgive and 

forget?

Here students will find out that despite its 400 
year context, through exploring character, 
setting, and theme, in Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest, we can develop new and challenge 
existing perspectives on what is fair and what 
is not. They will explore the terms”tempest” 
and “colonialism” as the discover what we 
can learn about contemporary beliefs 
regarding magic from the play. Students will 
also read and get experience writing their 
own piece of travel writing to enrich their 
understanding of setting and descriptive 
vocabulary and, finally, will explore what 
lessons we can learn about forgiveness in the 
play.

Perspective; Character; Context; 
Setting; Theme; Fairness and 
Development

Do girls run 
the world?

Students consider how throughout history 
women have used creativity as a means of 
personal and cultural expression and how 
by looking closely at the themes explored 
in women’s literature throughout the ages, 
we  can  develop  an  understanding  of 
history from a female point of view. They 
will  debate  whether  men  and  women 
write  differently,  why  we  should  read 
more  women’s  fiction  and  why  certain 
litereary  genres  are  dominated  by  male 
writers. We will also explore what can be 
learned from women’s writing and how it 
can give us a different point of view on 
history.  Students will  also take action to 
help end gender inequality and celebrate 
women’s contribution to society.

Creativitys: Theme; Point of View; 
Personal and cultural expression



Students understand and organize their ideas and opinions using a range of appropriate conventions for 
different forms and purposes of communication. Students recognize the importance of maintaining academic 
honesty, respecting intellectual property rights and referencing all sources accurately.
Criterion C: Producing text 
Students produce written and spoken text, focusing on the creative process itself and on the understanding of 
the connection between the creator and his or her audience. Students make choices aimed at producing texts 
that affect both the creator and the audience. Criterion D: Using language 
Students develop, organize and express themselves and communicate thoughts, ideas and information. They 
use accurate and varied language that is appropriate to the context and intention.

These criteria will be evaluated and scored in following ways:

Each of the criteria above will be assessed at least twice throughout the year.

Resources
Students will be given access to the student e-book from Hodder Education entitled, Language and 
Literature for the IB MYP2: By Concept.  Each student will be able to access this resource on multiple 
platforms and we will use it to guide our activities, reading, and exploration into key topics and examples of 
literary and nonliterary texts.

In addition, there is a Google Classroom page set up for MYP Year 2, where all deadlines, assignments, and 
communication will be posted.  Students and parents will be given access to this resource.


