
MYP 2 Grade 7 Individuals & Societies 2019-2020 
Teacher:  Mr. Joseph Allan Maclane 

Course Description 
The MYP 2 Grade 7 Social Studies course will begin with the fall of the Roman Empire in Western Europe and 
how people of the region organized themselves to survive.  There will be an in-depth study of many aspects of 
the Middle Ages from warfare to family life.  Then students will begin to learn about many aspects of change 
in the Western world around the year 1500 with The Renaissance, The Age of Exploration and The 
Reformation.  Each topic will be studied individually and thoroughly while still being connected conceptually.  
The year will end studying the Scientific Revolution and The Enlightenment, which is where tensions begin to 
build and eventually lead the chaotic 18th and 19th century which will be the beginning of MYP3 the 
following year. 

Individuals & Societies Aims and Objectives 

Aims: 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 

experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 

 

The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to encourage and enable students to: 

● appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity 

● understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the environment 

● understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve 

● identify and develop a concern for the well-being of human communities and the natural 

environment 

● act as responsible citizens of local and global communities 

● develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the relationships between 

individuals, societies and the environments in which they live. 

Objectives: 
A. Knowledge and Understanding 
Students develop factual and conceptual knowledge about individuals and societies. 

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to: 

i. use terminology in context 

ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts through 

descriptions, explanations, and examples. 

 

B. Investigating 

Students develop systematic research skills and processes associated with disciplines in the humanities and 

social sciences. Students develop successful strategies for investigating independently and in collaboration 

with others. 

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to: 

i. formulate a clear and focused research question and justify its relevance 

ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question 



iii. use research methods to collect and record relevant information 

iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation. 

 

C. Communicating 
Students develop skills to organize, document and communicate their learning using a variety of media and 

presentation formats. 

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to: 

i. communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and purpose 

ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format 

iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention. 

 

D. Thinking Critically 
Students use critical thinking skills to develop and apply their understanding of individuals and societies and 

the process of investigation. 

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to: 

i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories 

ii. synthesize information to make valid arguments 

iii. analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, examining value and 

limitations 

iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications. 

 

Units of Study 

Unit title Unit Topics Focus Objective 

The Middle 
Ages 

● Fall of the Roman Empire in Western Europe and the chaos 
that ensued for the people living there. 

● The rising power of feudal lords and the Catholic Church and 
the bond they formed to control the people. 

● The rise of cities and the eventual development of merchants 
and traders. 

● The Plague and The Crusades. 
 

A: Knowledge and Understanding 
B: Investigating 
C: Communicating 
D: Thinking Critically 

The 
Renaissance 

● Contact with Ancient civilizations and the impact it had on 
society. 

● The rise of humanism in art, poetry, writing and other aspects 
of society. 

● Beginnings of questions for the church and feudal lords. 
● Important inventions that allowed for continued progress in 

society 
 

A: Knowledge and Understanding 
B: Investigating 
C: Communicating 
D: Thinking Critically 

Exploration 
and the Slave 

Trade 

● Silk Road, Portugal and Prince Henry’s school. 

● Desire/fear of exploration. 

● Important explorers of the age. 

● Colonies from each country. 

A: Knowledge and Understanding 
B: Investigating 
C: Communicating 
D: Thinking Critically 



● Columbian Exchange and the Atlantic Slave Trade. 

● The Middle Passage and the necessity of slavery. 

The 
Reformation 

● A study into the life of Martin Luther and the impact of events 

in his life leading to the Protestant Reformation. 

● The entire process of the split between the Catholic and 

Protestant churches and the lasting impact of the 95 Theses. 

● Protestant Reformation in England and the curious life of 

Henry the VIII. 

● The rise in power of kings and the weakening of the religious 

establishments in Western Europe. 

A: Knowledge and Understanding 
B: Investigating 
C: Communicating 
D: Thinking Critically 

 
Scientific 

Revolution & 
The 

Enlightenment 
 

● The growth of interest in progressing science by questioning 

the unknown in math and natural sciences. 

● The application of empiricism to the process of asking 

questions. 

● Important scientists of the era that laid the foundation and 

discovered laws we accept as science today. 

● How the Scientific Revolution led to the Enlightenment as a 

natural progression of causality. 

● Important philosophers of the era and their thoughts about 

government and society. 

● Lasting impacts of the ideas stated by the thinkers of the era 

that continue to influence mankind to this day. 

A: Knowledge and Understanding 
B: Investigating 
C: Communicating 
D: Thinking Critically 

 

Expectations 

 

The student: 
● helps to create a respectful and positive learning environment. 
● takes responsibility for their learning. 
● comes to class prepared for challenging and interesting studies. 
● participates in class discussions and group work. 
● works safely and responsibly in the science laboratory. 

 
The teacher: 

● sets homework that is communicated in a timely manner, and is relevant. 
● uses Alexia and Google Classroom to inform students about homework and resources. 
● creates an environment where students feel safe to ask questions. 
● encourages and facilitates students’ personal interest in Social Studies. 

 

Assessment 
All assessment is continuous and varied. It can take the form of a quiz, class activity, oral or written 
demonstration of knowledge, project, test, etc. There are three types of assessment practices for 
social studies: 
 
1) Pre-assessment ascertains the background knowledge of the students. 
2) Formative assessment determines what knowledge has been acquired during the learning 
process in order to plan the next stage of learning. 
3) Summative assessment occurs at the end of a teaching and learning unit and informs the 
teacher and students about what has been learned. 



 

Resources 
Students will be provided with digital and printed resources by the teacher such as sections of 
textbooks, primary source documents, videos and much more. 
 

In addition, there is a Google Classroom page set up for MYP Year 2, where all deadlines, 
assignments, and communication will be posted.  Students and parents will be given access to this 
resource. 
 

For more information about this course, please see the additional resource of: 
1. MYP Individuals & Societies Subject Brief 
2. IB Learner Profile 
3. Individuals & Societies Assessment Criteria for MYP 1 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=128yt39YTvYM5fkiCDj6dkyVgkgitBohy
https://drive.google.com/open?id=128yt39YTvYM5fkiCDj6dkyVgkgitBohy
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tk2dq0nQTOdTB0FOcG_sl6p86QNOsFeU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tk2dq0nQTOdTB0FOcG_sl6p86QNOsFeU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Yh-thpydw0j1vz9h7p3i6539ErgsIkDtdCT-S6HspM8
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Yh-thpydw0j1vz9h7p3i6539ErgsIkDtdCT-S6HspM8

