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1 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The academic year will be dedicated to the last 300 years of history in Western Europe.  Students will 

engage first with examining the unique situation of Russia, absolute monarchs and revolutions started 

by the masses.  Afterwards, students will learn about what came out of the industrial revolution and 

how it led to making life better and worse all at the same time.  Due to the importance of the events, 

World War 1 and World War 2 each will be given individual units of study although they will be 

taught all as one event due to the complexities of the casualties and impacts.  Then students will 

analyze the non-conventional era of the Cold War in Europe after World War 2 to the fall of the 

USSR and see how these 50 years shaped the world we live in today.  The final unit of study will be 

dedicated to allowing students to investigate current events in Europe today and make a concentrated 

effort to link events of the past to current issues such as the immigration crisis and Brexit. 

 
 

2 COURSE CONTENT 

1st Trimester 2nd Trimester 3rd Trimester 

Unit 1: 

Revolution and Absolute 

Monarchs 

 

Our goals are to learn about the absolute 

monarchs in Europe during the 18th 

Century.  Looking at the development of 

Russia and Western Europe we will 

examine how a growing base of educated 

people led both violent and nonviolent 

revolutions against rulers of the era. 

Great emphasis will be placed on the 

lasting impact even today of these ground 

breaking events. 

 

Unit 2: 

Industrial Revolution 

 

 Students will begin the unit with an 

analysis of the technology of the era and 

then look for the reasons that led to the 

capabilities of creating mass distribution.  

Then, as always, the most important 

emphasis will be placed on both positive 

and negative impacts of this change in 

technology and society.  

Unit 3: 

World War 1 

 

Students will learn about the World 

War era almost as one unit.  Starting 

with an in depth explanation of the 

situation in Europe and Russia 

leading up to the war and how it led 

to such a violent event.  Student will 

learn about government, 

technological and societal changes 

that caused and came from the war. 

 

Unit 4: 

World War 2 

 

This will be the longest unit due to 

the importance of the events between 

the two wars, the actual war and what 

came after the war.  Great emphasis 

will be given to the understanding to 

the rise of nationalism which should 

help students in their understanding 

of some of the most studied events in 

world history. 

 

 

Unit 5: 

Cold War Era 

 

Students will dedicate ample time to the 

study of primary sources from the time 

period in an attempt to analyze the real 

meaning of different events.  

Understanding of proxy wars and 

containment will dominate this unit as 

students prepare to recreate a United 

Nations setting from the era. 

 

Unit 6: 

Europe Today 

 

Students will be introduced to many 

current situations impacting Western 

Europe today.  The unit will be 

based around time for individual 

research about topics of personal 

interest to make an effort to teach the 

rest of the class and foster interest in 

students to be curious about what is 

happening in the world today. 
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3 METHODOLOGY 

Course is designed to be student-centered with the teacher as a facilitator and guide.  The key word in 

teaching in this format is relevance.  By having the students take ownership of the content and follow 

their personal interests within the topics, they come to class excited to learn because they see how the 

past has a direct effect on their lives today.   

The course is designed to foster skills in understanding bias, analytical reading, thinking creatively and 

making connections.  Activities include: role-playing, creative writing, analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, preparation and presentation of projects, research methods, understanding maps, 

class discussions, debates, analysis of films/art/music related to the topic and group projects. 
 

4 RESOURCES 
● Textbook: 

○ “World Explorer: Europe and Russia” 

○ “World Explorer: Medieval Times to Today”  

○ “World Cultures: A Global Mosaic” 

● Library Resources. 

● Internet Resources. 
 

5 ASSESSMENT 

Formative and summative assessments, along with daily participation, combine to form the grading for 

the course.   

● Participation (10%)  

○ Arriving punctually to class and being prepared for the activity of the day. Sitting in 

desk at the beginning of class and having brought proper materials for the day. 

○ Participating in the daily activities (group projects, discussions etc…) 

○ Respecting teacher and fellow classmates, waiting to speak and making an effort to 

speak in English    

● Formative assessments (40%) 

○ includes, but is not exclusive to:: homework, quizzes, peer-evaluations, self-evaluations, 

group work, written and oral enrichment activities.  

● Summative Assessment (50%) 

○ Final Projects-Final Projects- End of unit project is open to student creativity.  Students 

must demonstrate knowledge of topic, complete independent research, be able to present 

final product as well as discuss the process of the whole project.  Projects may include; 

powerpoint presentation, original song, collage, mural, persuasive speech, posters, 

original movie, analysis of primary documents, film response, original class game, etc.   

○ “Show What You Now”- End of unit exam that require students to demonstrate 

knowledge graphically and in essay format.   Students must demonstrate knowledge of 

major concepts and the ability to demonstrate knowledge in an efficient manner.  
   

 

6 EXPECTATIONS 
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Students must strive to achieve his/her personal best.  Each student must be proactive 

in acquiring and improving important skills and qualities: 

● Being inquirers (posing and exploring meaningful questions). 

● Being knowledgeable (reading and learning). 

● Being open-minded, critical thinkers with a global perspective. 

● Being effective communicators both orally and in writing. 

● Being balanced and courageous when given the opportunity to think “outside the box” and 

challenge oneself with a task that is new or unknown. 

● Acquiring digital skills and using technology to learn and express learning. 

● Being able to think critically but also creatively. 

● Working effectively in groups. 

● Being principled by following the rules of academic honesty when completing a test, working 

in groups on projects, doing research and writing research essays or papers. 

● Reflecting on one’s own work and progress as well as on the meaning of what we are learning.  
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