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The Journal Club heads 
are proud to announce 
that, from now on, the ASB 
Newsletter is going online! 
In other words, the most 
relevant news written by 
students for the Journal 
Club will gradually be 
added to the ASB website. 
In addition to this, all 
previous ASB Newsletters 
will be available, just like a 
school news archive, in the 
“Life at ASB” tab. Through 
this, we hope the student 
Newsletter will be more 
accessible to teachers, 
students and parents, as 
well as to anyone who 
wants to know more about 
all the wonderful events 
that take place every term. 
Let’s hope the Journal 
Club prospers in the digital 
world! 

 

Journal Club 

Spring has 
finally arrived! 
Great things 
have happened 
in this season… 
read on below! 
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On February 3rd, grades 1 to 5, along with the Kinder and Novice classes, gathered around 
the centre of the school to celebrate a very old tradition that honours Saint Agatha of 
Sicily.  Every year, on February 4th, people all over the Basque Country (as well Basque people 

worldwide) sing a song about her life, 
while dressed up in the traditional 
Basque clothes and hitting the floor 
with sticks. This is another tradition 
thought to wake up the winter earth 
and help the flowers sprout. The 
grades who participated put a lot of 
effort into making this tradition happen. 
They all got dressed up and learned 
the song by heart, and everyone had a 
stick to hit the ground with. The Basque 
teacher, Estíbaliz Palomar, was one of 
the key teachers helping out with the 
preparation of the celebration, along 
with the teachers of grades 1 to 5. 
Everyone had a lot of fun singing, 

laughing, and learning about something historic. We have kept this tradition going for many years; 
it's something that sticks with us, and shows that we are all strong.  

Angelica Spadaro (Grade 10) 

Once again, we have been blessed with one of the most glorious days of all Winter school 
days: Carnival, which means Chocolatada. Some, after waiting anxiously all year, got their 
awaited hot chocolate, while others had a pleasant surprise on Friday 24th. The PTO graciously 
served hot chocolate with biscuits to the hungry students while hard rain and a bitter, cold wind 
blew outside. The students outdid themselves: they dressed up for the occasion. Sharks, 
pajamas, Vikings and pink ladies happily sipped chocolate on the day before the awaited long 
weekend. We can all agree it was a happy day. Thanks for another great year, PTO! 

Carmen Rita Gomeza (Grade 12) 
 

Carnival and Hot Chocolate Party 

The Tradition that Sticks With Us 
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Over the past weeks, the little ones from Nursery class have been 
learning about a topic which is especially appealing for them and requires 
them to show their most adventurous side. They are learning about lights and 
shadows, observing when they appear and disappear.  For this, they go out 
and explore the different objects of nature, such as trees and plants, and 
observe how they form shadows on the floor or on the walls of buildings. 
When the shadows disappear, they wonder where they have left, and some 
of them even imagine that the shadows have gone to the sky.  Moreover, they 
have built a tent in their classroom where they experiment with different lights 
and colors, trying to catch them and get closer to them. They also use other 
objects in class, such as the windows, where they stick shapes and see how 
they reflect, or they look at the impression that mirrors form.  

Thanks to the effort of the teachers, the younger ones enjoy playing 
with the lights and shadows, while getting to discover new and exciting 
elements that mother nature creates.  

Carlota Redondo (Grado 11) 
 

Lights and Shadows 

The children in Pre-K have recently been working on a Unit of Inquiry about 
how the world works, which had them investigating and talking about animals. As 
they explored hibernating animals, they watched a video about bears that gave 
them the idea of making a cave in their classroom.  

This was no easy process, but it allowed them use their imagination as they 
thought about what to add to their cave, made in a corner of their classroom. 

One challenge they faced was creating a fire; they wanted to have a real 
one, but of course that could not be done. Instead, they decided to paint wooden 
blocks in the colors of fire. This was tricky, so the fire they now have in their cave 
is in the form of a beautiful picture, painted by one of the children, next to 
paintings of butterflies. Also, they recently added a large paper cave which was 
originally in the first grade classroom.  

Their cave is a really great space for play, as it was made by them and is 
like a small home in their classroom. Building it took time and thought as well as a 
lot of creativity, team-work and fun! 

Alexandra Kypta (Grade 11) 
 

Pre – Kinder’s Classroom Cave 



Journal Club January – April 2017 

ASB Newsletter 4 de 12 

 

 

 

Our school has added a new feature to its original and innovative educational 
program: new Lower School assemblies! These assemblies have made a 
considerable change as to the way our Lower School students express 
themselves and their feelings towards public speaking. They were implemented 
in order to provide our students with a platform to which they could bring their 
ideas and newest academic advances. These monthly events create an open 
space through which classes from 1st grade to 6th grade are able to perform or 
present what they are learning in class. These students attend these social and 
educational get-togethers in order to celebrate the learning taking place in the 
classroom and to recognize students who are displaying IB learner profile 
attributes. Although displaying IB learner profile attributes does not necessarily 
make you a successful IB student, our school encourages this behaviour 
amongst our talented and intelligent learners. Students are urged to show their 
new knowledge and talents which make them the unique individuals they are. 
In the last assembly, we witnessed a 2nd grade original song performance in 
Euskera, as well as the 5th grade students taking responsibility for organizing and 
carrying out the ceremony. All in all, these are honourable and admirable shows 
that encourage the emotional and educational development of their participants. 

                                                                                                                 Ander Quintana 
(Grade 12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What’s up with the new Lower School 
Assemblies? 

Second Grade Fairy Tales 
This trimester, the second graders have 

been studying everything about different 
fairytales. Not only do they love reading them, 
they also enjoy doing all sorts of activities 
related to them. From making and measuring 
giants to mixing ingredients to make just the 
right porridge, the second graders have 
managed to carry out an array of activities to 
help them understand their favorite fairytales 
better. Another activity they performed to 
improve their knowledge and critical thinking is 
finding common elements between fairytales 
and deciding whether a story can be considered 
a fairytale or not. They also look at a fairytale 
from different perspectives and decide who the 
good or bad characters really are. However, 
their favorite activity of all was mixing bits and 
pieces of their favorite fairytales to create a new 
one, with a different ending, which doesn’t have 
to be the usual “happily ever after.” 

Teresa Crespo (Grade 10) 
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It’s time to learn a little about our past 
here in Bilbao! From the beginning of 
January until the second week of February, 
the Third Graders have been researching a 
unique Basque explorer out of numerous 
historic figures, such as Lope de Aquierre, 
Juan Sebastián Elcano, Martin Ruiz de 
Gamboa, Bruno de Heceta, Catalina de 
Erauso, Domingo de Bonechea, Miguel 
Lopez de Legazpi, Cristobal de Oñate, 
Andres de Urdaneta, and Juan Bautista de 
Anza. These famous Basque explorers have 
toured throughout North and South America 
as well as areas in Southeast Asia, like the 
Philippines. As a culmination of their 
investigation, the students produced visual 
flip books related to these explorers. 

The students have been studying 
Basque explorers as a part of their Unit of 
Inquiry: “Where we are in place and time.” In 
this unit, the central theme - “Communities 
change in response to our challenges faced” 
- focuses on the changes Bilbao has gone 
through in the last 100 years and how life 
was different 200-300 years ago. The Third 
Graders studied and learned about the 
places where the Basques migrated to in 
the last century, such as Idaho and Reno in 
the USA, and Australia, spreading their 
culture and experiences. 

 
Alessandra Spadaro (Grade 10) 
 

Basque Explorers’ Project 

The fourth graders have been doing a fantastic job recently! They have been writing, 
planning, and organizing a play about the film The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe. Writing and acting out a play for 45 minutes is not easy, but they managed to do it  

At first, they read the book, and they then rewrote the script to use in the play. The script was 
peer-edited to produce an improved final version. Then, they all made paintings, and these were 
used in a PowerPoint to be shown as backgrounds on the white board during the play. Finally, they 
all took their own costumes, and after rehearsals, they performed the play in front of their parents. 

The purpose of this play was to understand and improve the way in which the students can 
express themselves and act. Of course, they also had to memorize their lines, which improved their 
learning skills. But, an especially important part of the project was to have fun, which they all did! 

Alonso de la Mata (Grade 12) 
 

Fourth Grade Explores Narnia 
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The DECA team at our school has been working extremely hard during these past 
months! Our young entrepreneurs will be attending the annual DECA competition in Los 
Angeles in April. They have been assigned different categories such as Marketing, 
Hospitality and Finance, which they will compete in. They have been preparing for exams, 
presentations and writing essays for the upcoming event. Our students have organised 
some fundraising activities to save money for the trip. They planned a Christmas Basket full  
       of treats and goodies, which they raffled  
       during the last week of school before the  
       break. They managed to sell over 300  
       tickets! They recently had a very   
       successful Valentine’s Day Bake   
       Sale.  They sold multiple sweets and  
       cakes, which were very popular amongst  
       the students.  The young entrepreneurs  
       participated in the DECA Idea Challenge;  
       this year’s theme was reusing water  
       bottles. The goal of the challenge was to  
       reuse plastic water bottles to create a 
brand new product.  This year the winners were Paula Rincón, Derya Özsökmen, and Sara 
Ezcurra. Congratulations to the victors! The team continues to meet weekly where student 
officers train the newer members of the team. Keep up the good work! 

Teresa Amann (Grade 10) 

Our DECA team is on fire! 

Entrepreneurship at ASB 
What is Entrepreneurship? Well, if you are looking for an answer, we recommend 

contacting a very lucky group of ninth graders who have, for the first time at ASB, become 
students of the Entrepreneurship class. They form a varied yet  
hardworking group; some participate in the DECA club and  
immediately joined the course, others felt attracted to the new 
class being offered and the opportunities it provided.  
Throughout the year they have learnt all about types of  
entrepreneurial business, companies which were started by  
entrepreneurs and the advantages and disadvantages of  
becoming one. In addition, they have developed  
essential skills which are useful for anyone, such  
as public speaking, writing business reports or working as a  
team. Classes are taught through videos, student presentations 
and guest speakers, followed by feedback sessions and peer reviews. Critical thinking is 
encouraged throughout the course, preparing the students for their future in the world of 
Entrepreneurship.  We hope to hear more about them and their very special surprise in the near 
future. 

Beatriz Crespo (Grade 12) 
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On the 10th of February the 7th 
and 8th Graders went on a ski trip to 
Astún, followed by the 9th and 10th 
Graders the next weekend. Both trips 
were chaperoned by Peio, the P.E. 
teacher, and two other staff members. 
Transport was covered by the same 
bus that drove them from Bilbao to 
Astun. Breakfast and dinner were 
served at a hostel in Villanúa, where 
the groups spent both nights.  

The 9th and 10th Graders 
experienced great weather throughout 
the weekend, but unfortunately the 
first party wasn’t so lucky. On their last 
day, they had to stop skiing ahead of 
the scheduled time because it was 
snowing too much. The students were divided into 3 groups (beginner, intermediate, advanced) 
for the skiing lessons which took place every morning from 9:00am to 12:30pm. They had lunch at 
a self-service restaurant at the ski station and then had free time to ski together until 3:30pm. On 
Saturday, after their free time, they were taken to Jaca to ice skate and tour around the city in a 
chosen area. On Sunday, they went directly from the ski station back to Bilbao. 

Marta Marcó (Grade 10) 
 

 

  

Ski Trips 

The Palestinian Ambassador to Spain 
Visits ASB Mr. Amer Odeh, the Palestinian Ambassador 

to Spain, visited us on March 9th to give a series of 
talks on his country’s current situation. He made 
three 90 minute presentations, which allowed every 
Upper School class to go up to the Library and hear 
what he had to say. The last session was directed 
specifically at Model United Nations students, as 
they will potentially attend a conference in 
Jerusalem next year. The day was filled with stories, 
questions and potential solutions to the pressing 
problems that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is 
currently creating. Mr. Odeh talked about a wide 
range of topics, including the violation of Palestinian 
human rights, military checkpoints in place, the wall 
dividing his country, Hamas, and actions being 
taken to achieve a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict at hand. Students showed a lot of 
engagement, inquiring as to the role of international 
parties such as the United Nations or the U.S. in the 
conflict, and also asking questions which 
challenged the ambassador’s arguments. We wish 
Mr. Odeh all the best in his search for peace and are 
looking forward to speaking with him again in the 
future. 

 Nolan Young (Grade 12) 
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ASB Students at the European Youth 
Parliament 

In March of this year, six 
tenth graders attended a 
European Youth Parliament 
conference which took place in 
Bilbao over the course of two 
days. These conferences are held 
all over Europe, at regional, 
national and continental levels. A 
wide array of current topics is 
debated, ranging from the 
refugee crisis to driverless cars. 
On the first day, our students 
were separated into small 
committees which worked 
together to write resolutions on 
these issues. These groups also 
participated in team-building 
exercises, which aimed to 
strengthen the relationships 
between delegates. On the next 
day, our students travelled to the 
Bilborock in Casco Viejo to 
participate in the General 
Assembly. Here, all of the 
resolutions written within the 
committees were debated, and 
votes were cast to decide 
whether they would pass. Teresa 
Amann, one of our students who 
worked on the issue of price 
discrimination, stated that 
attending the conference was a 
“wonderful and enriching 
experience”, and also expressed 
much gratitude on behalf of the 
whole team for Mr. Jorge’s 
chaperoning of the weekend. 

 
Nolan Young (Grade 12) 
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  On Monday, January 23rd, the Spanish Consul to Los Angeles visited ASB.  Mr. Vallaure was 
born in Hamburg, Germany in 1949, to a family of Asturian origin.  He is a career-long diplomat, who 
joined the Spanish foreign services in 1979; he has served as Spanish ambassador in Angola, the 
Netherlands, and the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, and has held posts in 
Portugal, Tunisia, and Iran. He has also been Consul General in Miami and Porto Alegre. 

His greatest achievement has been his contribution as the Spanish Consul in Miami to the 
liberation of Mr. Joaquín Jose Martínez from Death Row at a Florida prison. He came to ASB as a 
guest speaker, and his conference was attended by 9th  and 10th grade, along with some IB 
students. He began by reading a poem in Euskera and saying that he really admired his grandfather 
who was Basque and from the Bilbao area. He then spoke about the current affairs of Spanish 
foreign policy, his career in this field, and the 2016 USA presidential election. It has been an 
incredible pleasure to host Mr. Vallaure at ASB. 

Elías Bellver (Grade 10) 
 

Los Angeles Spanish Consul at ASB 

ISA Examinations

 

Throughout February, the ISA 
examinations have taken place at ASB. 
These evaluate reading comprehension, 
written production, and mathematics 
levels, and are specifically designed for 
international schools like the ASB. They try 
to make students improve their open-
mindedness by asking open-ended 
questions and testing mathematical 
literacy.  

The ISA examinations are targeted 
at students from 3rd to 10th grade. This 
event has been taking place for more than 
ten years in our school, and therefore 
students who are within or below this 
range of grades know what they will have 
to prepare for. The ultimate purpose of 
these exams is the provision of data to be 
used for comparison with other 
international schools like our own. Our 
students will receive their ISA results with 
their second trimester grades. Good luck! 

Alonso de la Mata (Grade 12) 
 
 

Bottle Caps Project 
The Bottle Caps project, led by three IB 

students and carried forward by the entire school 
community, has been a success. Reflecting back 
on the seventeen months of encouraging people 
to collaborate in the project, we now know that 
every single bottle cap was essential in making a 
difference. In total, we have managed to collect 
191 kg of caps. This means that this massive 
amount of plastic will be recycled instead of 
being abandoned in the environment. Moreover, 
the ASB community has helped seven children 
with rare diseases get the treatment they needed 
to survive.  

We have been able to encourage so many 
people to collaborate thanks to the presentations, 
pamphlets and talks we have given. Additionally, 
the traditional “word of mouth” promotion has 
really helped to take this project forward.  

The project will now be handed on to the 
following class, but we would like to give a 
special thank you to every person who has 
collaborated in this project. Together, we can 
achieve so much more than by ourselves. Thank 
you!  
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IB 

  On January 27th, the 10th, 11th, and 12th Graders attended presentations provided by 
Lanterna Education, an organization that provides first class support to students in the IB Diploma 
Programme. Since 2004, they have been dedicated to helping thousands of students reach their 
highest potential in the final IB exams, offering courses, online teaching, and free resources.  

The presenter, Isobel Woods, is a former IB student and was awarded 45 points in the 
Diploma Programme. The presentation for Grade 10 was aimed at banishing worries and planting 
seeds of excitement about the IB. It included stories from the past about inspiring Extended Essays, 
CAS activities, and graduates’ favourite aspects of the IB. 11th Grade’s presentation was focused on 
motivating students to take control of the IB, challenging them to reflect on whether their study 
habits are healthy and efficient. Finally, the presentation for 12th Grade focused on giving students 
various tips for managing time, stress and revision. 

The IB and pre-IB students have enjoyed the presentations and have learned many tips that 
they will surely use and appreciate during the 2-year course. 

Unai Alapont (Grade 11) 
 

Lanterna Education Visits the ASB 

Final IB Exams IB Year 1 Update 
The second trimester is coming to a close 

and we juniors are busier than ever. Not only are we 
juggling six challenging subjects, CAS and TOK, but 
we have added on the dreaded Extended Essay. At 
this point most of us have settled on a subject, topic 
and research question and have already had our 
first official “Reflections of Planning and Progress” 
meeting with our supervisors. 

We also recently had our Spanish A 
Individual Oral Commentary, our first official IB 
exam. We spent months reading and analyzing 
works of literature to prepare for the day when we 
would blindly pick out an extract, prepare it for 20 
minutes, and orally analyze it in front of our teacher. 
It was a nerve-wracking experience but we all felt 
hugely relieved once it was over! 

Even deep into the second term, the IB isn’t 
all about studying non-stop for exams… CAS 
activities always get us up and moving. On March 
22nd we will be flying to Prague, Czech Republic, to 
enjoy a trip with an itinerary packed full of Creativity, 
Activity and Service projects. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for all of us to live a whole new variety 
of CAS experiences, with the added excitement of 
getting to collaborate with IB students from other 
countries and enjoy the beautiful city of Prague.  

Even though we struggle to keep up with the 
workload at times, the IB is ultimately helping us 
grow and develop in all aspects and skills, teaching 
us the importance of balance. 

Alexandra Kypta (Grade 11) 
 

12th grade students will, in no 
later than a week, start sending their 
external and internal assessments that 
will be corrected by the IB. These include 
each of their fascinating subject IAs, their 
stunning extended essays, and their 
inspiring TOK essays. Moreover, their 
final exams are closer each day. These 
will start, for most students, on the 28th 
of April with Business & Management, and 
finish with Spanish A on the 17th of May.  

In most of the classes, students 
have already started revising for their 
final exams in May that they dread so 
much. To do this, most teachers have 
decided to start quickly reviewing each 
chapter in class and doing detailed 
exams periodically. Additionally, students 
have started to study independently by 
preparing their own summaries and 
outlines of what they will be assessed on.  

All in all, students feel very 
nervous, as they have never faced such 
an extensive period of long and 
important exams. They know their 
entrance into university depends on how 
much they study for these exams, and 
will therefore put their greatest effort to 
ensure the success of their future.  

Elena Martínez (Grade 12) 
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The ASB artists are at it 

again! The IB Visual Arts Final 
Exhibition has taken place just 
before Spring Break rolled in, 
and it was an astounding 
success. 

The VA Exhibition is the 
Visual Arts’ equivalent to a final 
exam. Students must make a 
selection of works that they wish 
to showcase and, after having 
done this, must display them in 
whatever way they see fit for 
their audience. Each artist must 
exhibit a minimum of 4 projects if 
working at Standard Level, and 8 
projects if working at High Level. 
This exposition makes up a large 
percentage of their final IB Visual 
Arts grade. 

This year, VA students 
have worked hard to make this 
exhibition one of the most 
memorable ones to date. It is the 
first to be set up in the ASB’s 
own Lower School gym, which 
the students worked hard to 
prepare for this important 
occasion - they even painted the 
walls and cleaned the floors! The 
artworks exhibited, from 
paintings and statues to small 
installations, also left a mark of 
many a member of the ASB 
community and beyond. Visitors 
tended to comment on the deep 
meaning each artwork held, and 
were impressed by the 
eloquence of the artists and the 
ease with which they expressed 
their ideas. 

 Congratulations, Visual 
Arts students and teacher Ms. 
Pauline Dubos! This exhibition 
will be remembered for a long 
time. 

Ainhoa Santos (Grade 12) 

ASB’s Own Little Guggenheim 
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We would like to give special thanks to the hard work and dedication from each writer; this would 
not be possible without their collaboration. 
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